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Stanza 

1. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers Imp 
 

2. Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool  

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.  

The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band  

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 
 

3. A thing of beauty is a joy forever  

Its loveliness increases, it will never  

Pass into nothingness; but will keep  

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep  

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing 

 
4. It would be an exotic moment  

without rush, without engines,  

we would all be together in a sudden strangeness.  

 
5. Fishermen in the cold sea  

would not harm whales  

and the man gathering salt  

would look at his hurt hands. 

 
6. Driving from my parent’s  

home to Cochin last Friday  

morning, I saw my mother,  

beside me, doze, open mouthed, her face  

ashen like that of a corpse and realised with pain  
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FLAMINGO - PROSE (MOST IMPORTANT) 

The Last Lesson 

1. Attempt a detailed character sketch of M. Hamel highlighting his transition from a 

strict teacher to a patriotic guide. 

 

2. How does the story highlight the theme of linguistic chauvinism? 

 

3. “When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if 

they had the key to their prison.” Explain. 

 

4. What sad news was written on the bulletin-board as Franz passed the town hall 

and what was its significance? 

 

5. What did M. Hamel tell his students in his last lesson, and what impact did it have 

on Franz? 

 

Lost Spring  

6. Discuss the social evils highlighted through the lives of Saheb and Mukesh. 

 

7. Contrast the lives of Saheb and Mukesh. How are their dreams and attitudes 

towards their fate different? 

 

8. Describe the condition of Seemapuri and the families of the rag-pickers who live 

there. 

 

9. “It is his Karam, his destiny.” Who said this, and what does it reveal about the 

mindset of the people of Firozabad? 

 

10. Mention the hazards of working in the glass bangles industry with reference to 

Mukesh’s family. 
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Deep Water  

11. “Desire, determination and diligence lead to success.” Explain this in the light of 

the lesson “Deep Water”. 

 

12. Describe the Y.M.C.A. pool misadventure and its psychological impact on William 

Douglas. 

 

13. How did the instructor build a swimmer out of Douglas through systematic 

training? 

 

14. “All we have to fear is fear itself.” How does Douglas prove this through his 

triumph over water? 

 

15. Discuss the significance of Douglas’s repeated encounters with water in his 

journey to overcome fear. 

 

 

The Rattrap  

16. Attempt a character sketch of the Peddler, focusing on his philosophical outlook 

and eventual reform. 

 

17. What was the idea of the peddler about the world being a rattrap, and what does 

it symbolize? 

 

18. Discuss the role of Edla Willmansson in transforming the peddler's behavior. 

 

19. How does the story show that basic human goodness can be awakened through 

love and understanding? 

 

20. Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain Von Stahle, and what did it signify? 

 

 

Indigo  

21. Describe the difficulties faced by Gandhiji in the Champaran episode and its final 

outcomes. 
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22. Why is Rajkumar Shukla described as being resolute? Discuss his role in bringing 

Gandhi to Champaran. 

 

23. How was the Champaran episode a turning point in Gandhi's life? 

 

24. How did Gandhi teach the lesson of self-reliance to the peasants and his fellow 

lawyers? 

 

25. What was the long-term contract that tied the poor peasants to the British 

landlords? 

Poets and Pancakes  

26. Character sketch of Subbu (Long)  

27. How does Subbu's career reflect following one's dreams? (Long)  

 

The Interview  

28. What lesson does Mr. Sheldrake give Ralph? (Short)  

29.  Pros and cons of interviews (Long)  

 

Going Places  

30. Describe Sophie's fantasy world (Long)  

31. How does fantasy affect Sophie's life? (Long)  

 

POETRY  

My Mother at Sixty-six  

1. My Mother at Sixty-Six 

 

2. Write the central idea of the poem focusing on the fear of aging and loss. 

 

3. Why has the mother been compared to the late winter’s moon? 

 

4. What contrast does the poet draw between the world inside the car and the world 

outside? 
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5. What does the smile and the prolonged parting words of the poet signify? 

 

6. Describe the pain and ache that the poet feels while observing her aging mother. 

 

Keeping Quiet  

7. What is the theme/central idea of the poem “Keeping Quiet”? 

 

8. Discuss the social commentary regarding green wars and the need for mutual 

understanding. 

 

9. How will keeping quiet benefit the man gathering salt and those who prepare 

wars? 

 

10. What is the sadness that the poet refers to in the poem? 

 

11. How does the poet justify that stillness is not total inactivity? 

 

A Thing of Beauty  

12. What beautiful things are depicted in the poem 'A Thing of Beauty'?  

13. What role does a beautiful thing play in our life ? 

A Roadside Stand  

14. What is the 'childish longing' that the poet refers to ? Why is it vain ? 

15. What does frost want to convey through the poem 'A Roadside Stand'? 

Aunt Jennifer's Tigers 

 

16. What do Aunt Jennifer’s tigers symbolize, and how are they different from her? 

 

17. Discuss the central idea focusing on the theme of female exploitation and male 

dominance. 

 

18. What is suggested by the image “massive weight of uncle’s wedding band”? 

 

19. Discuss the symbols used to show the ordeals of Aunt Jennifer’s married life. 
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20. Why are the tigers described as proud and unafraid while Aunt Jennifer is 

terrified? 

 

 

 

 

VISTAS 

The Third Level  

1. Discuss the theme of escapism in the modern world with reference to Charley’s 

journey to the third level. 

 

2. How did Charley make sure that he was on the third level and not on the second? 

 

3. Is the third level a reality or a medium of escape for Charley? Justify your answer. 

 

4. Why does Sam write a letter to Charley, and what does it reveal about Sam’s 

mindset? 

 

5. Comment on the ending of the story. Was Sam’s letter real or a figment of 

Charley’s imagination? 

The Tiger King  

6. Discuss the irony in the life and death of the Tiger King. 

 

7. How was the hundredth tiger finally arranged and killed by the Maharaja? 

 

8. How does the story satirize the conceit and mindless whims of those in power? 

 

9. How did the prediction of the astrologer about the Maharaja’s death eventually 

come true? 

 

10. Why does the name “Tiger King” justify in the story? Discuss his obsession. 

 

Journey to the End of the Earth  

11. How Antarctica changes the narrator's view of life (Long)  
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12. What was the writer's first emotion on facing Antarctica's expansive white 

landscape? 

The Enemy  

13. Attempt a character sketch of Dr. Sadao, focusing on his role as a dedicated doctor 

and a humanitarian. 

 

14. Discuss the conflict between duty to one’s country and duty to one’s profession. 

 

15. How does Dr. Sadao’s humanity get victory over all other factors? 

 

16. Discuss the role of Hana as a supportive and sensible wife during the crisis. 

 

17. Should Dr. Sadao be called a traitor or a true doctor? Give reasons. 

 

On the Face of It   

18. Draw a detailed character sketch of Mr. Lamb, highlighting his optimism. 

 

19. How does Mr. Lamb change Derry's outlook towards his life and his physical 

impairment? 

 

20. “Handsome is as handsome does.” Explain this reference in the context of their 

interaction. 

 

21. “The gate is always open.” Discuss how this reflects Mr. Lamb’s philosophy toward 

life. 

 

22. Contrast Derry’s initial attitude toward his burnt face with the perspective he 

gains at the end. 

 

Memories of Childhood  

23. Discuss the theme of social discrimination as experienced by both Zitkala-Sa and 

Bama. 

 

24. Describe Bama’s realization and the advice given by her brother Annan. 
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25. Describe the scene of the first bell and the shingling of hair in Zitkala-Sa's 

account. 

 

26. How do both Zitkala-Sa and Bama use education and the pen as tools to fight 

against oppression? 

 

27. “We too are Human Beings.” Who is the victim here, and how does the elderly 

man’s behavior prove deep-rooted casteism? 
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